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Death penalty 
for drug dealers 


is a familiar call 


But the federal law allowing it is 
untested and opposition strong 


By Annie Linskey 
GLOBE STAFF 

WASHINGTON — Presi- 
dent Trump’s plan to use the 
death penalty on drug dealers 
has all the hallmarks of his fa- 
vorite policies: It could fit on 
the front of a baseball cap. It is 
a proven applause line. It ap- 
peals to a conservative base. 

But, like so many of 
Trump’s slogans-turned-poli- 
cy, it’s dredged from a bygone 
era and lacks clear evidence 
showing it would be effective. 

Using an obscure federal 
provision to bring capital cas- 
es against dealers, the concept 
that Trump enthusiastically 
backed during a visit to New 


Hampshire this week, fits 
within the framework of some 
of his other cornerstone ideas: 
Build the wall, Launch trade 
wars, Arm teachers. To some 
critics in the mainstream, 
though, the ideas are imprac- 
tical, imprecise, or just dan- 
gerous. 

“Its a really baffling strate- 
gy. It’s taking us back decades, 
and without the benefit of all 
the data we’ve gathered since 
then,” said Brett L. Tolman, a 
former US attorney for the 
District of Utah, who prosecut- 
ed drug cases. “It’s almost jaw 
dropping that this discussion 
is even happening right now.” 
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Bombs have Austin 
asking who’s next 


By Scott Wilson 
WASHINGTON POST 

AUSTIN, Texas — The Bai- 
leys convened a family meet- 
ing Tuesday morning to an- 
swer impossible questions 
from their four children, and 
impart advice they never be- 
lieved they would have to give. 

“If you see anything, any- 
thing at all, you tell your 
mother and me,’ Steve Bailey, 
an oil and gas executive, told 
them. 

Two evenings earlier, a 
bomb had exploded a block 
away, along the route the chil- 
dren walk to the Regents 
School of Austin, a private 
school many from the well-to- 
do neighborhood attend. 

A serial bomber, motive 


ERIC GAY/ASSOCIATED PRESS 


A worker talked with 
police after a bomb went 
off in a FedEx facility. 


unknown, has moved ina 
clockwise sweep around the 
city, from northeast to south- 
west, with sophisticated de- 
vices blowing up on door- 
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WEDNESDAY, 


Three 
troopers are suspended 
for allegedly selling hun- 
dreds of used State Po- 
lice guns to a firearms 
dealer, then receiving 
more than a dozen weap- 
ons for free. 


Troop- 
er Ryan Sceviour alleges 
top commanders forced 
him to alter a report in 
the arrest of Judge Timo- 
thy Bibaud’s daughter. 
Sceviour and Trooper Ali 
Rei file lawsuits. 


Gover- 
nor Charlie Baker an- 
nounces his administra- 
tion is launching a review 
of the altered report case. 
Attorney General Maura 


MARCH 21, 


Healey says her office is 
also investigating. 


n Colonel 
Richard McKeon and 
Deputy Superintendent 
Francis Hughes abruptly 
announce their retire- 
ments. 


I Trooper 
Leigha Genduso is 
suspended following 
reports that she was a 
coconspirator in a mas- 
sive federal drug case 
just years before her hire. 


Lieuten- 
ant Colonel Daniel 
Risteen, the third in 
charge of the agency, 
and Major Susan Ander- 
son retire suddenly. Both 


2018 


were accused of taking 
part in the decision to or- 
der a trooper to alter a 
report in the Bibaud ar- 
rest. Sources identify 
Risteen as Genduso’s for- 
mer boyfriend. 


The Globe 
reports Trooper Matthew 
Sheehan, who days earli- 
er shot a Cape Verdean 
ATV driver, has a history 
of posting racist, inflam- 
matory remarks online. 
State Police suspend him 
without pay. 


Troop- 
er Jonathan Brown is 
placed on leave after al- 
legedly being caught in- 
toxicated in the middle of 
an eight-hour shift. 


JOHN TLUMACKI/GLOBE STAFF 


Colonel Kerry A. Gilpin, superintendent of the State Police, said Tuesday that “we are committed to full accountability.” 


Troopers accused in OT scam 


In latest State Police scandal, 20 may face discipline over no-show shifts 


By Mark Arsenault, Travis Andersen, 
and Shelley Murphy 
GLOBE STAFF 

FRAMINGHAM — In another black eye for 
the scandal-ridden Massachusetts State Police, 
20 active troopers face potential sanctions for 
the apparent theft of overtime pay, with the most 
egregious alleged offenders putting in for as 
many as 100 no-show shifts, officials said Tues- 
day. 

In a state agency where 245 troopers — about 
12 percent of the force — made more than 
$200,000 last year, an internal audit of Troop E, 
a division that covers the Massachusetts Turn- 
pike, found “apparent discrepancies between 
overtime paid and actual patrols worked,” State 
Police Colonel Kerry A. Gilpin, superintendent of 
the force, said at a morning news conference. 

Nineteen troopers face internal duty status 
hearings in the coming days to determine 
whether they’ll be suspended, Gilpin said. An- 
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Another nor’easter is on the 
way, possibly bringing school 
cancellations and worsening 
the makeup-day situation. B4. 


A 17-year-old boy opened fire 
in a Maryland high school, 
hurting two students before 
being fatally wounded. A2. 


Mayor Martin J. Walsh called 
for clear regulations on self- 
driving cars after a person was 
killed, but said local testing will 
probably resume soon. B10. 


President Trump congratulated 
Vladimir Putin on his election 
victory but did not raise any 
issues about the vote. A4. 


Plowing through 
Wednesday: Snow. 
High 34-39. Low 30-35. 
Thursday: Cloudy and cold. 
Complete report, B15. 
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COMMENTARY 


tis tempting to wonder why 
the mayor of a real, honest- 
to-God city like Boston would 
turn up at a ribbon-cutting 
for a local McDonald’s fran- 


Under Marty Walsh, Boston is 
vying for Amazon’s new headquar- 
ters. The city spends a lot of energy 
fretting about whether were “world 
class” or “major league.” Walsh 
himself has become a national fig- 
ure for taking on the president of 
the United States on immigration. 

A McDonald’s? And not even an 
opening, but a reopening? What is 
this, Boston, Indiana? But there 
was Walsh on Tuesday morning, 
Shamrock Shake in hand, cornered 


near the soda machines. 

“I heard the nuggets are great,” 
Walsh joked. And they were kind of 
great, fresh from the fryer, stuck 
through with frilly toothpicks and 
passed on silver trays like hors 
d’oeuvres. 

But hobnobbing at the Algon- 
quin Club, this was not. 


McDonald’s at Downtown Crossing. 


A down-to-earth taste of Boston 


NESTOR RAMOS 


JONATHAN WIGGS/GLOBE STAFF 


The mayor was on hand Tuesday for the reopening of a modernized 


Nurses ramp up 
staffing battle 
with hospitals 


Union woos voters; 
executives cite costs 


By Priyanka Dayal McCluskey 
GLOBE STAFF 

A powerful Massachusetts nurses 
union is again pushing for mandated 
staffing levels, setting the stage for a 
contentious and expensive fight with 
hospitals for the support of voters in 
November. 

A ballot initiative backed by the 
Massachusetts Nurses Association 
would set strict limits on the number of 
patients assigned to a nurse at one 
time, for all hospital units in the state. 
Union nurses say they are often over- 
burdened, leaving them unable to give 


If the image of the mayor of our 
metropolis chomping on chicken 
fingers and taking a swig of green 
milkshake is a little bit funny — 
and it is — it’s also worth noting 
that the city Walsh leads looks a lot 
more like the Downtown Crossing 


McDonald’s than it does any fancy 
fund-raiser or swanky soiree. 

More than one-quarter of Bos- 
ton’s residents were born in other 
countries, like Carol Chin, who has 
owned the Downtown Crossing Mc- 
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the best possible care and increasing 
the risk of patient falls, infections, and 
other complications. 

“Every time you add another patient 
to your workload, you miss things,” said 
Marlena Pellegrino, a union official and 
a nurse at Saint Vincent Hospital in 
Worcester for the past 31 years. 
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See the inspiring sto 
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